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Contents of the October Bulletin. 


The current number of the bulletin contains the usual table of 
offenses known to the police reported for the month of October. 
Reviews of the crime registration area and crime trends, with special 
reference to the offenses of robbery and burglary for the first nine 
months of the year, are also included. In addition, tables are shown 
reflecting the number of current and supplementary returns received 
from the various States, by months. 

‘Offenses known to the police” include those crimes designated as 
Part I Classes of the Uniform Classification, occurring within the police 
jurisdiction, whether they become known to the police through 
reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting or court officials, 
or otherwise. They are confined to the fo lowing group of seven classes 
of grave offenses, shown by experience to be those most generally and 
completely reported: Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, 
nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) manslaughter by negligence; 
rape; robbery; aggravated assault; burglary—breaking or entering; 
larceny—theft, including (a) thefts of $50 and over, and (6) thefts 
of under $50; and auto theft. 

‘Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses which are reported by the police departments of contributing 
cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

Expansion of Total Crime Reporting Area Continues. 


During the current month returns were received from 879 cities. 
For the first time, every State in the Union is represented, as well as 
the District of Columbia. Alaska also has now submitted returns 
for each of the four judicial divisions. In addition, a number of 
State and county returns have been received, including for the first 
time the Rhode Island State police and the six troops of the New 
York State police. The figures on offenses known to the police con- 
tained in these latter reports are exclusive of those reported by police 
departments. 

urrent returns were received from Alaska and Porto Rico, while 
returns for previous months were forwarded from Alaska and the 
Philippines. 

The reporting area for cities submitting crime returns shows con- 
tinued expansion. With this issue of the bulletin the number of 
cities which have reported during any one month—as distingui 
from the number of returns received for October only—reached 1,030, 
of which the majority are regular contributors. 

In the table which follows, the number and per cent of cities now 

ing crime returns, together with the number and per cent of the 
ee represented, are shown for cities and towns of 25,000 in- 

abitants or more. The classification is based on the most recently 
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available .figures issued during 1930 by the Bureau of the Census. 
These figures are subject to revision in the final count. In addition, 
there are 344 cities of a population from 10,000 to 25,000, with an 
estimated combined population of 5,500,000, and 384 cities of a 
population under 10,000, with an estimated total population of 
2,100,000, which have contributed returns. The population of the 
Territories and possessions reporting since January is estimated at 
more than 2,000,000. 


Cities filing Population repre- 
returns Total sented in returns 
Population groups ene eenetae ro. 


Num-} Per 


82 | 49,031, 812 


A. Cities over 200,000 88 | 20,711, 511 | 21, 330, 419 
B. Cities 100,000 to 200,00u 782,985 | 6, 164, 179 
C. Cities 5v,000 to 100,000 5, 022, 917 
D. Cities 25,000 to 50,000 4, 991, 250 


The above table does not include 728 cities of a population less than 25,000, aggregating a total of 7,600,000, 
from which returns are received. 


Current Returns Show Monthly Increase. 

The following table shows the number of returns received and 
ublished each month, exclusive of supplementary reports. It will 
e observed that the total number of current returns received for 

October exceeds those received for September by 86. This increase 
represents an unusually high percentage of new contributors. 


Monthly number of returns published currently 
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Monthly number of returns published currently—Continued 
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Submission of Supplementary Returns Requested. 


In the table which follows, the total number of monthly returns 
received for each month from January to September, inclusive, 1930, 
is shown, including supplementary returns. During the current 
month approximately 375 returns for previous months were received. 
These were forwarded mostly by cities which only recently became 
contributors of crime statistics, although some few were received from 
cities which may have failed previously to furnish a return for a par- 
ticular month. Contributors are urged to continue this practice of 
forwarding supplementary returns so that the reporting area estab- 
lished may be maintained for the entire year. 


Total monthly returns including supplementaries 
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Total monthly returns including supplementuries—Continued 


Janu- | Febru- | Se 
State ay | Macet April | May | June | July | August tember 
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Robbery and Burglary Figures for Nine Months Tabulated. 

One of the purposes of collecting and publishing crime statistics 
is to show, as adequately as can be determined from the data avail- 
able, the rise and decline in crime, or in certain selected crimes, over a 

iven period of time. Figures on the selected offenses of robbery and 

urglary, taken from the returns of 695 cities, have accordingly 
been compiled, covering the first nine months of 1930. The aaa 
of cities used was determined by the number contributing returns on 
these offenses for the entire period. It does not purport therefore 
to include all cities in the country, nor even all that have at any time 
submitted a return. It is merely a miscellaneous group, drawn from 
cities of all sizes and in various sections of the country. It does 
include, however, approximately 80 per cent of all cisies of 100,000 
population and over, 70 per cent of all cities of from 50,000 to 100,000 
population, 60 per cent of cities of from 25,000 to 50,000 population, 
as well as a smaller proportion but far larger number of cities of under 
25,000 population. 

The offenses of robbery and burglary have been selected for the 
reason that they are reported probably more widely and accuratel 
than any other lecartabla offenses. There is less motive for conceal- 
ment of these offenses on the part of victims than may exist in connec- 
tion with certain other types of crime, and their serious character, 
both with regard to the individual victim and to the community, 
makes it likely that they will normally be reported. 

To maintain the figures on a comparable period of time, the average 
daily number of offenses for each month is shown, rather than the 
monthly total, in order to offset variations in the number of days in 
each month. The average daily number of offenses, as reported by 
695 cities, appears as follows: 


Janu- | Febru- 
ary ary March | April | May | June | July | August 


123 | 
341 | 328 


" \The above figures suggest a comparison with those for robbery and 
burglary depicted on the crime trend chart (including all Part I 
classes of offenses) published in the bulletin each month, represent- 
ing 58 cities of 100,000 population and over. Cities of 100,000 popu- 
lation and over comprise only about one-ninth of the 695 miscellane- 
ous cities represented in the above figures; almost two-thirds of the 
latter are of less than 25,000 population. It will be noted from the 
comparative chart appearing on the opposite page that while the 
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month by month fluctuation is not always parallel, the general trend 
throughout the 9-month period is in approximately the same direction. 

Altogether, three times as many burglaries were reported for the 
9-month period as were robberies. As is naturally to be expected, 
the great majority of both classes of offenses was reported from the 
large population centers. The distribution of these offenses by popu- 
lation groups shows that more than two-thirds of the robbery offenses 
were reported from cities of 200,000 population and over, while well 
over half the burglary offenses 
were reported from the same 
groups. On the basis of the 
average number of offenses 
reported per city from cities 
in each population group, it 
appears that cities of 200,000 
population and over reported 
an average of nearly seven 
times as many robberies and 
nearly four times as many 
burglaries as cities in the next 
group, i. e., 100,000 to 200,- 
000 population. Cities of 
100,000 to 200,000 popula- 
tion reported an average of burglary -58 Cities of 100,000 
two and a half times as many ae te ee 
robberies, also burglaries, as 
cities of 50,000 to 100,000 
population. The same rela- 
tion appeared between cities 
of 50,000 to 100,000 popula- 
tion and cities of 25,000 to 
50,000 population; that is, 
an average of two and a half 
times as many robberies, also 
ree, was reported by 
the former. As between cities 
of 25,000 to 50,000 popula- Robbery -58 Cities of 100,000 
tion and cities of less than Sens ae 
25,000 population, the aver- 
age for the former for both 
robberies and burglaries was 
three and a half times that 
of the latter. 

For the fluctuation in robbery and burglary, as well as the other 
reportable offenses, for the current ae attention is directed to 
the peregreph on this subject appearing on page 6. The trend for 
the larger cities only—that is, cities of 100,000 population and over— 
from Saiaey to October, inclusive, may be found in the chart 
appearing also on page 6. 

Monthly Crime Trend Chart. 


The chart on the following page is based on monthly crime returns 
submitted for the period covered, January to October, 1930, inclusive 
by 58 cities of the United States with a population of 100,000 and 


ROBBERY AND BURGLARY TREND 
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over, according to available 1930 Census Bureau data. The cities 
included in the chart have furnished complete reports on the offenses 
indicated for the above period. The chart is based on the average 
daily number of offenses for each month, rather than the nanthig 


CHART OF MONTHLY CRIME TRENDS 
FOR CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER 
JANUARY TO OCTOBER, 1930 


\ 
~s SO Oe eH @ et as eb oOo a 


eo 


Burglary-Breaking or Entering 


MIC TE TE 


NPT 


\ | 
gy 


fo 
bese 
| 
= 
2 
cr 
bie 
_ 
poenrens 
fe es 
Asad] 
| 
| N= 
a 
é 
ee 
concer 


PAT 


c 
es 5 


totals of offenses. The crimes included are the offenses in Part I 
of the Unifo:m Classification of Offenses. 


Notable Rise in Robbery Continues. 


The total offenses of all reporting cities in October which submit- 
ted complete returns in September, also, shows, upon comparison, & 
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very slight net increase. Considerable fluctuation appears, how- 
ever, within the various offense classes. The increase in robbery, 
apparent since June but practically at a standstill at the time of the 
last monthly comparison, is resumed decidedly in October. Aggra- 
vated prec A show a noticeable decrease, while offenses of larceny- 
theft under $50 increased in about the same ratio. Burglary declined 
somewhat, though not sufficiently to warrant any special comment. 
In this comparison, due allowance is made for the fact that the 
reporting period in October was one day longer than in September. 
enses of felonious homicide and rape are eliminated from the com- 
‘parison, as the figures on these offenses for the monthly period are 
too small to merit consideration of this sort. 
Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 


The monthly per cent of each offense class to the whole is shown in 
the following table. It is based on the totals for all offenses reported, 
as derived from the returns for January to October, inclusive, 1930. 


Per cent of offenses known 


Feb- Au- 
ruiry March} April | May | June | July gust |tember 


100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
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classification ary 
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Annual Returns of Offenses Known and Persons Charged. 

Forms will be distributed in the near future to officials who have at 
any time contributed crime statistics since January 1, 1930, for sub- 
mitting annual returns on offenses known to the police and on the 
number of persons charged. For the present time figures will be 
confined to the Part I Classes of the Uniform Classification of Offenses; 
that is, those offenses listed on the monthly return. The forms to be 
used are designated return B and return C, respectively. It is 
desired that departments contributing annual returns forward the 
data to the Bureau of Investigation on or before February 1, 1931. 

The information required in returns B and C will cover the period 
from January 1 to December 31, inclusive, 1930. 

When these forms are distributed, the Bureau of Investigation will 
be glad to render any advice or assistance desired in connection with 
their preparation. It is hoped that as many officials es possible will 
cooperate in contributing the annual returns. 

Instructions for Recording Burglaries. 


It has been noted that some few departments have recorded a 
particular offense both as burglary and larceny. In other words, 
where only one offense has been reported, it has been recorded as 
two offenses. It should be observed that where a larceny is com- 
mitted in connection with a ee, only the more serious offense, 
that is the burglary, should be recorded. 


24738—30——2 





8 


TaBsLe I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1930 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I] 
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TaB_E I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1980—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1980—Continued 
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Taste I—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1930—Continued 
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TABLE I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 19830—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1980—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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TaBLE I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1930—Continued 
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! Not classified; included in total. 
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Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 19830—Continued 
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Tasie I—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1930—Continued 
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Tav.e I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1930—Continued 
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TABLE 1—N: umber of offenses known to the police, October, 1930—Continued 
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Taste I~-A.—County and other reports of known offenses, October, 1930 
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Jurisdiction reporting Total 


CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles County.........- 


MASSACHUSETTS 


MICHIGAN 


Ogemaw County 





NEW JERSEY 


—— County boulevard 





4 
5 
9 
6 
1 
10 








= am 


OHIO COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


an 


wonhiow: 


uc 


Montgomery... 
M tgomer y 
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Taste I-~A.—County and other reports of known offenses, October, 1980—Cont’d, 
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Tas_zE II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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State and city 
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1 Not classified; included in total, 
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Taste IIl.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total, 
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TasB_e II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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State and city 
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1 Not classified; included in total, 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 2 Revised or corrected. 
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Taiz II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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! Not classified; included in total. 
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Tase II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 


Felonious Larceny— 
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? Revised or corrected. 
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Tasue IIl.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 


Felonious Larceny— 
homicide theft 
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Taste II —Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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1 Revised or corrected. 











